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Curriculum Plans – Key Stage 3 Music 
 
Please find below a detailed outline of the curriculum covered in Music through Year 8 in Key 
Stage 3.  
 
Year 8 
 

 Block 1 Block 2 Block 3 Block 4 Block 5 Block 6 Block 7 
 Unit 1 Reggae 

 
key objective: 
Identifying, exploring 
and making creative 
use of musical devices 
found in reggae music. 

 
 
L1.1 What is reggae 
and where did it come 
from? 
L1.2 How are the 
chords used in reggae 
music ? 
L1.3 Don’t Rock My 
boat: bass lines and 
Bob Marley 
L1.4 How are riffs and 
syncopation used in 
reggae music? 
L1.5 Reggae rhythm 
‘toolkit’ 
L1.6 Performing 
‘SKA.T!’ 
 
 

Unit 2 Making 
connection 
 
Key objective: 
Learn how 
improvisation is a 
common feature 
of diverse musical 
traditions and how 
there is a range of 
musical features 
and devices that 
support 
improvisation. 

 
 
L2.1 What is 
improvisation? 
L2.2  improvising 
the rhythms of 
Africa 
L2.3 Pentatonic 
improvisation 
L2.4 Improvisation 
in Indian classical 
music 
L2.5 improvising 
with the blues 
L2.6 Create your 
own improvisation 
 
 

Unit 3 Going solo 
 
Key objective:  
Developing 
students’ ability to 
understand the 
conventions of 
accompanied solo 
performance, and 
the interplay 
between the 
soloist and their 
accompaniment or 
backing, across a 
range of styles and 
genres. 

 
 
L3.1 Opportunities 
for going solo 
L3.2 Percussion 
ensembles  
L3.3 Composing a 
rock solo 
presentation or 
performance 
L3.4 Performing a 
Kwela piece 
L3.5/3.6 Rondo 
form 
 

Unit 4 Jazz 
improvisation 
 
Key objective: 
Learn about the 
key characteristics 
of jazz music, and 
how to compose 
and perform 
jazz music using 
improvisational 
techniques 
consistent with 
the genre. 

 
 
L4.1 Improvising: 
the heart of jazz 
L4.2 ‘It Don’t 
Mean a Thing, If It 
Ain’t Got That 
Swing’ 
L4.3 What is Scat? 
L4,4 Improvising 
melodies 
L4.4/4.5 Modal 
jazz 
 
 
 
 

Unit 5 Night music 
 
Key objective: 
Understanding the 
conventions of 
creating and 
performing music 
that depicts the 
night. 

 
 
L5.1 What is night 
music? 
L5.2 Programme 
music 
L5.3 What are 
nocturnes? 
L5.4 Lullabies 
L5.5/5.6 Compose 
your own night 
music 
 
 
 
 

Unit 6 Film music 
 
Key objective: Learning 
how music can enhance 
the visual images and 
dramatic impact of film, 
and 
can reflect the emotional 
and narrative messages 
of the drama. 

 
 
L6.1 Introducing film 
music 
L6.2 Setting the scene 
L6.3 Composing a 
character motif 
L6.4 Composing film 
music: the commission 
L6.5-6.6 Developing the 
composition further, 
performing and 
appraising  

Time for 
catch up on 
any missed 
topics 
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to recognise the 
stylistic conventions 
of 
reggae music. 
 
how chords 
contribute to the 
texture of 
a song. 
 
to recognise the key 
features of a reggae 
bass line. 
 
to understand 
syncopation and how 
it 
is used in reggae 
music. 
 
learn about triplet and 
duplet rhythms, 
which are typical of 
reggae music. 
to identify the 
different layers that 
make up reggae music 
 
to combine different 
layers in a group 
vocal performance. 

 
 
Development of skills 
through assessment  
 
performing with 
confidence and 
fluency, responding to 
other group members 
and showing an 
awareness of stylistic 
elements  
 
improvising and 
composing music that 
demonstrates a clear 
understanding of the 
musical conventions 
in reggae music 
 
responding to a 
variety of listening 
tasks, demonstrating 
a secure and varied 
musical 
vocabulary and good 
awareness of cultural 
issues influencing 
reggae music 
 
making extensive use 
of a range of 
notations to plan, 
record and review 
their ideas. 

to understand that 
improvisation is a 
feature 
of music from 
across the world.  

 
to use a range of 
improvisation 
techniques. 

 
to understand how 
improvisation is 
supported by 
musical 
frameworks. 

 
to understand the 
role of 
improvisation 
within a 
group 
performance. 

 
 
Development of 
skills through 
assessment 
 
Performing: 
improvisation and 
ensemble 
performing skills. 
 
Composing: 
improvisation and 
accompaniment 
within a variety of 
genres and styles. 
 
Listening and 
appraising: 
appreciation of 
some of the key 
features of 
improvisation in 
African, Chinese, 
Indian and Blues 
music. 

to recognise that 
solo 
opportunities are 
an 
important feature 
of different 
musical styles and 
genres. 
 
to identify musical 
forms and 
structures that 
support and 
develop the role of 
the soloist. 
 
to understand the 
importance of the 
interplay between 
soloist and 
accompanying 
musicians. 
 
to develop an 
understanding of 
how to create 
successful solo 
performances. 

 
 
Development of 
skills through 
assessment 
 
Performing: pupils 
will develop 
ensemble skills as 
both soloists and 
accompanists. 
 
Composing: pupils 
will have 
opportunities to 
create their own 
solos above 
backing 
tracks and 
accompaniments, 
and to compose an 
extended piece in 
rondo form. 
 
Listening and 
appraising: pupils 
will develop an 
appreciation for 
the key features of 
solo/accompanime
nt roles through 
listening to a 
variety of extracts. 
 
 

Understand a 
range of 
conventions used 
in jazz and apply 
them to their own 
music making. 
 
Adopt different 
roles as 
appropriate when 
playing in an 
ensemble. Perform 
with awareness of 
their contribution 
to the ensemble. 
 
Improvise with 
fluency within a 
range of musical 
structures, using 
different 
conventions. 
 
Maintain swing 
rhythms 
consistently in 
performance 
 
Use the notes of 
the appropriate 
mode or scale 
effectively in 
performance. 
 
Incorporate 
counterpoint into 
a modal jazz 
composition. 

 
 
Development of 
skills through 
assessment 
 
Improvisation: 
pupils will learn a 
range of strategies 
for improvisation, 
including the use 
of a modal 
framework. 
 
Performing: pupils 
will learn to 
perform swing 
rhythms. 
 
Listening and 
appraising: pupils 
will develop an 
ability to identify 
the musical 
devices 
used by jazz 
performers and 
arrangers. 
 
 
 

Listening to a 
range of musical 
extracts and 
noting significant 
features. 
 
Composing music 
in different styles 
like programme 
music, nocturnes, 
lullabies. 
 
Singing a lullaby. 
Composing a 
melody to a given 
lyric. 
 
Using different 
musical devices 
and conventions 
when composing. 
 
Composing music 
to a pictorial 
stimulus. 
 
Discussing and 
identifying 
strategies 
for improving their 
work. 
 
Listening to and 
commenting on 
group 
performances. 

 
 
Development of 
skills through 
assessment 
 
Performing: 
developing 
sensitivity and 
expressiveness in 
performance. 
 
Composing: 
exploring different 
features of music 
associated with 
the night time; 
composing music 
to meet specific 
intentions. 
 
Listening and 
appraising: 
identifying 
instrumentation 
and musical 
devices. 

Development of skills 
through assessment 
 
Listening to excerpts of 
film music that illustrate 
a range of 
techniques used by film 
music composers. 
 
Performing an existing 
leitmotif 
– the James Bond theme. 
Composing a character 
motif, 
based on a chosen 
character. 
 
Planning musical ideas, 
working 
to a given brief. 
 
Composing a 
synchronised 
musical narrative based 
on a given visual 
narrative. 
 
Refining musical ideas in 
order to complete the 
composition for 
the musical narrative. 
 
Creating a score for 
composition. Performing 
composition along 
with the plan and score. 
 
Appraising student’s own 
and others’ 
compositions. 
 
Peer appraisal of 
character motifs. 
 
Reading a brief history of 
film music. 
Learning about 
composers of 
film music and the 
diversity of their 
backgrounds. 
 
Development of skills 
through assessment 
 
Listening: identifying 
how film music reflects 
the context in which it is 
used and draws on a 
variety of musical 
devices. 
 
Composing: creating a 
musical narrative for a 
film scene, using 
appropriate techniques. 

 

 


