
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Mission, Values 
and Vision 

 

 

 

 
PREPARED/UPDATED BY:   Jeremy Hibbins   2008, 2011 

Karl Wilkinson    06 / 10 / 2016 
 

APPROVED BY:   Principal -      06 / 10 / 2016 
 

Orbital -        ____ / ____ / ____ 

 
This document is to be reviewed every two years and updated as and when changes occur. 



About BISL 

The British International School of Ljubljana offers a traditional British education in Ljubljana. 
Our ethos is to encourage a passion for learning amongst our young people within this 
international setting.  

BISL was founded in 2008 by Jeremy Hibbins, and opened with 22 children and 9 staff in a 
rented section of OŠ Vita Kraigherja, Bežigrad. The school now has over 150 students aged 
from 3 to 18. About 40% of our students are Slovene and the others represent more than 30 
countries as far apart as Australia and Norway or from Portugal to Japan. Class sizes are 
limited to a maximum of 20 students. 

All subjects, except Slovene and other languages, are taught in English by a team of teachers 
and assistants who are mostly native speakers of English or are fluently bilingual.  

Our Primary Section follows the National Curriculum for England, enhanced by the 
International Primary Curriculum (IPC). Secondary students follow the National Curriculum up 
to GCSE, IGCSE and A-Level examinations from Cambridge and AQA.  

A wide range of tools are used for formative and summative assessment, so as to enhance 
and maximize each student’s progress and we do our utmost to identify and meet the needs 
of those students who need additional support or special approaches to learning, whether 

academic, social or physical.    

The academic programme is enriched by a range of curricular and extra-curricular activities, 
including sports, outdoor pursuits, skills, service and leadership. Further activities are 
available within the school’s After-Hours programmes: BIMS (British International Music 
School) and Creators. 

BISL is an IT-rich learning environment. Classrooms are fitted with interactive whiteboards or 
data projectors, students from Years 3 to 6 bring and use iPads and Secondary students are 

required to bring their own laptops.    

Healthy eating is actively encouraged. We do not supply sugary drinks or synthetic  snacks 

to our students. Owing to some children's severe allergies, we are a no-peanuts school. 

We are privileged to operate in a beautiful city with a rich history, within one of Europe's most 
attractive countries. We take advantages of the opportunities this brings for off-site learning 
and our students also recognise that we should give back to the community through service 

projects or caring for the environment.    

BISL is an accredited member of the Council of British International Schools (COBIS), a 
member of the Council of International Schools (CIS) and a Cambridge International School. 
The school is currently awaiting registration confirmation (due early in 2017) from the Slovene 
Ministry of Schools and Sport in accordance with the law passed in June 2016.  

Our Honorary Patron is the British Ambassador, who is active in her promotion of the school’s 
interests and is a regular visitor. BISL is also an active partner in ‘British House’ with the British 
Embassy, British Council, British-Slovene Chamber of Commerce and MEPI.  

BISL is one of the Orbital Education group of schools, based in the UK. We strive to balance 
the educational needs of the children with our financial responsibilities to our parents and 



investors.     



Mission, Values and Vision Statements 

At BISL, the Mission Statement, Values Statement and Vision Statement define the school’s 
ethos, priorities and way of working, and guide all of the school’s policies and operations.  

Anyone who intends to join the school community is given the opportunity to read and 
understand these statements before committing themselves, and must then sign an 
agreement to these.  

The Mission, Values and Vision Statements are included in admissions documentation and are 

available to view on the school’s website in both English and Slovene languages.    

The Mission, Values and Vision Statements are reviewed and revised every two years and are 
published with the Terms & Conditions and Fees & Charges before the end of March each 

year.   

Mission Statement 

The British International School of Ljubljana provides a high quality international education 
in English, balancing tradition and innovation. Our passion is creating a positive, challenging 
and nurturing learning environment in which we value everyone as individuals, empowering 

them to be versatile, motivated and caring people.    

Values Statement 

The school takes pride in its happy, purposeful and positive atmosphere, in which all 
members of the community are valued and the teachers get to know every young person in 
their care to optimise their learning and development. 

At BISL, we emphasise learning to learn; the development of skills and the application of 
knowledge; and the holistic education of each individual. We encourage our students to aim 
high, to be creative in their outlook, to take calculated risks and to learn from their mistakes.  

Everyone in the BISL community can expect to be treated honestly, fairly and with respect 
by all. We believe that self-discipline is better than punishment, but we will be firm with 
those who compromise others' learning or well-being by their attitude or actions. We 
acknowledge the importance of our students’ nationality as part of their identity and 
celebrate our diversity and internationalism.  

We recognise the vital link between parents, school and community in contributing to the 
education of the next generation and work hard to foster this collaboration. 

Vision Statement 

Within 10 years, BISL will be a nationally- and internationally-respected school of about 450 
students aged 3 to 18, of whom half are Slovene. We aim for continuous improvement in the 
educational outcomes of our students.  

 


