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    Secondary News 
 

A word from Mrs Eckman 

Firstly, I would like to thank all of you who were able 
to a6end the introductory mee9ngs that were held 
this week. It was encouraging to see such a good 
turn-out. This sets a fer9le ground for regular 
communica9on between the teachers, parents and 
our students. 

A few common ques9ons were raised and I will 
answer these below. 

Uniform 

white shirt  
grey skirt or suit trousers 
dark blue 9ghts or black socks 
black shoes (no logo) 
dark blue V-neck sweater / cardigan 

A*endance 

The expected a6endance is 95%. Any unauthorised 
absences or no informa9on being provided for a 
child’s absence will contribute towards a lower rate 
being recorded. 

Curriculum informa9on and topic overviews for Key 
Stage 3 will be shared with parents at the start of 
Block 2. 

Addi9onal informa9on regarding a par9cular Tutor 
group will be passed on to parents by the Tutors. 

Lockers 

Now that addi9onal lockers have been assembled, 
keys will be distributed to the students on Monday, 
10 September.  

Assemblies 
The assemblies this week were led by Mr Findlay and 
Ms Andronikos.  

Mr Findlay explained that any success always comes 
aUer several obstacles have been surmounted. Part-
9me jobs, community projects or volunteer work that 
the students will undertake during their post-school 
studies, help to shape and define their individual 
characters. 

Ms Andronikos focused on the importance of being 
apprecia9ve of the opportuni9es that one has in life. 
She invited us to think of those who are less 
fortunate than us, and to recognise that we are very 
lucky to be in our own individual posi9ons to learn 
and grow.  

We are looking forward to today’s Potluck Picnic, 
kindly organised by the PTA. This will be an 
opportunity for the BISL community of staff, parents 
and children to come together. We do hope that you 
will be able to a6end this first whole school event of 
the year.  

Wishing everyone a great weekend. 
Mrs Eckman 

Head of Secondary 

BISL Parent Teacher Associa:on News 

The PTA welcomes the whole school community to 
the first social event of the year, The Indian Summer 
Potluck. ‘Indian Summer’ is a term from the USA to 
describe good summer weather coming into Autumn 
or ‘the fall’ and a ‘potluck’ is when everybody brings 
food and drinks to share at an event: lots of surprises 
to eat!  

Please bring drinks and finger food, we will provide 
cups and servieAes! 

There will be a list of ac9vi9es parents might like to 
join: fitness, languages, visi9ng Slovenia and many 
more. Please don't forget to come to the PTA table 
to find out what might be on offer! 

Every year a new PTA Team is elected at the AGM 
and anyone ready with smiles, energy, ideas and 
ac9on can join - help of all kinds is welcome! 
You will hear more details soon but if you are 
interested, members of the PTA will be at the Potluck 
to answer all your ques9ons: What is the PTA for? 
What does it do? How can I help? 

BISL Community Directory 
The school is currently planning to put together a 
support booklet for the BISL community which will 
include 9ps about local life, sugges9ons on places to 
visit, informa9on about leisure services and a 
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directory of family businesses. It would be a perfect 
plaform for family and local businesses to adver9se 
their services whilst perhaps offering BISL parents, 
teachers, staff and associates beneficial perks and 
discounts. If you are interested in contribu9ng 
content to the Directory then please contact Alan 
Dickey (alan.dickey@bri9shschool.si) who has 
volunteered to produce it, or add details at the PTA 
Table at the Potluck! 

PTA Events 
Friday 7th September, 14:30 - 16:00  
Indian Summer Potluck, Playground or Assembly 

Tuesday 25th September, 16:00 - 18:00  
Assembly: PTA Annual General Mee9ng: crea9ng the 
new team 

Thank you for your support and involvement! 

Your PTA Team 
Penelope Wallenstein 

Debbie Mitchell 

Form Tutor Reports 

Y7  
I would like to personally congratulate the Year 
Sevens for se6ling in so well to Secondary School. It 
has been a busy two weeks, but you are all working 
so hard and I commend you for you efforts. I look 
forward to our Adventure Days next week. 

Miss Andronikos 
Y9A 

In keeping with the tradi9on of BISL na9onal 
champions, we would like to recognise Lars - na9onal 
champion in fencing and Jan - a member of NK 
Domžale, who are na9onal football champions at 
U14 levels. Both are members of 9A and we as a 
Form and a school community congratulate them 
and wish them further success. 

Mr Batson 

Y9B 
Year 9B have had the great pleasure of welcoming no 
fewer than four new members to our class and of 
helping them to se6le in. Welcome Ivona, Adrian, 
Maxim and Hugo. We are very happy to have you 
with us. I would also like to say a big thank you to 
the members of Year 9B for their help.  

We also had a produc9ve Tutor Presenta9on evening 
on Tuesday where we said 'Hello!' to parents old and 
new. Welcome back, one and all. 

Mrs Salt 

Y11  
During the summer break, Iva and Izabela had the 
opportunity to par9cipate in the European Youth 
Parliament in Ljubljana. They were able to meet 
students from a wide range of countries and discuss 
key global issues. Iva has since been invited to a6end 
the Interna9onal session in Ro6erdam. We wish her 
great success. 

Mr Findlay  

6th Form 
Year 12 and 13 students were first this autumn term 
to go on Adventure Days. They arrived in sunny 
Bovec on Wednesday, set up tents and spent the 
aUernoon raUing. There were lots of laughs, jumps 
into the bracing waters of the Soča, sliding down a 
makeshiU slide (turned-around raU propped on a big 
rock), an inter-raU splashing compe99on, and much 
more. Thursday was spent biking and hiking along 
the beau9ful green-blue Soča. What a wonderful 
way to spent the first days of school, gemng to know 
each other and encouraging each other to step out 
of our comfort zones. I am impressed by, and proud 
of, all Sixth Form students, new and 'old', for being so 
accep9ng, welcoming and concerned with each 
others' well-being. 

Dr Prohinar 
 

Departmental Reports 

KS3 English 

One area I am keen to focus on this year in Years 7-9 
is Reading. This term therefore sees the launch of a 
pilot study conducted by BISL in tandem with 
LINGQ.com. Free access to the LINGQ applica9on 
has been arranged for four months for all students in 
KS3.  

mailto:alan.dickey@britishschool.si
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Lingq.com is a tool that enables rapid vocabulary 
acquisi9on through self-directed learning. It tracks 
progress, ensures reading of appropriately 
challenging material and the hope is that with 
commitment some students might reach 20,000 
words by the end of the Autumn Term.  

Students can select their own preferred texts and 
even import chosen novels or video resources. Up to 
25 languages can be learnt, but English should be the 
main focus for our non-na9ve speakers. Access is 
24/7 via tablet, PC, Macbook or mobile phone, be it 
iOS or Android. Progress is recorded and charted 
graphically for parents, and students, to see. Most 
texts are narrated, thus vastly increasing the rate of 
exposure and of language acquisi9on for all our EAL 
students.  

It is absolutely essen9al to develop fluency in 
reading by the end of KS3, and with this self-directed 
learning applica9on, students have access to 
thousands of lessons, all pitched at an appropriate 
level of interest and challenge. I will also be 
publishing a KS3 Suggested Reading List later this 
term. There is a general expecta9on that all students 
in KS3 should be reading for no less than 30 minutes 
every night.  

I would encourage students to make full use of 
Lingq.com whilst it is available. Enjoy!  

Mr Dickey 

Music  

AUer-hours music lessons are star9ng next week (Sept 
10th). The 9metable is currently undergoing its final 
touches and you will receive confirma9on of your 
lesson 9me this weekend if you have not already. 
The 9metable will also be available on the bims.si 
website and posted on the board outside the music 
room. Thank you for your pa9ence this year, as we 
have been adap9ng to many changes at BISL and 
BIMS. We look forward to a wonderful year of 
music-making together! 

Dawn Reindl 

PE  & Sport 

A big hello from the new PE teachers, Hannah Farmer 
& Anže Damjan who make up the PE Team! We are 
both very excited to enhance the PE and Sport 
program here at BISL this year. So far Team PE has 
organised a year plan for PE for both Primary and 
Secondary which will cover more than 10 sports over 
the year!  

There is also a brand new Instagram page we would 
love everyone to follow, just #BISLSport to see what 
we have been up to already this term! We are 
looking forward to a very spor9ng and ac9ve year 
ahead and we would like to thank every single 
student at BISL for the hard work and enthusiasm 
you have shown in each lesson already! 

Ms Farmer & Mr Damjan 

Sciences 

Prac9cal lessons are in full swing and some of the 
work is shared on Facebook page BISL Sciences. 
Check it out, follow it and like it! 

Dr Prohinar 

Slovene for Non-NaBves 

Last year, we had six new students in Y10. Ivan was 
the last one to join them in March. He has shown a 
tremendous enthusiasm and mo9va9on since then 
and has worked hard to learn Slovene. This year, he 
started a higher-level course for which he deserves 
admira9on and respect. Congratula\ons, Ivan! 

Mrs Meglič 

LeCers /Emails Home this week 
Where possible we will try to send informaHon home 
only on a Friday to minimise the number of 
communicaHons you receive. 

• Creators Club Open week 
• BIMS aNer hours music lessons 
• BISL Parent Teacher AssociaHon AGM 
• PE / Instagram 

Quiz 

Last week’s ques\on: What flies when it is born, lies 
when it is alive and runs when it is dead? 
Answer: A snowflake by Begüm (Y7). 

This week’s ques\on: What is the name of the first 
Slovenian female writer? 

Answers to Editor alan.dickey@bri9shschool.si 

http://bims.si
mailto:alan.dickey@britishschool.si


7 September 2018  

Dates to Note 

September 

Fri 7th    14:30-16:00, Indian summer  
   Pot Luck 

Sun 9th - Tue 11th  KS4 Adventure Days, Bovec 

Mon 10th - Fri 14th Creators Club Open Week 

Wed 12th - Fri  14th  Y7/8 Adventure Days, Bela  
   Krajina 

Wed 19th - Fri 21st  Y9 Adventure Trip, Kranjska  
   Gora 
Tues 25th   16:00 - 18:00 Assembly:   
   PTA Annual General   
   MeeHng: creaHng the new  
   team 

Fri 28th    End of Block 1 

October  
   
Mon 8th   Block 2 begins 

School Contact Details 

Reception Hours:    M-Th 07:30-19:00 (Fr 17:00)  

General Telephone:   +386 40486548    
Admissions:    +386 40618356   

General Enquiries:     enquiries@britishschool.si 

Paul Walton (Principal):      paul.walton@britishschool.si 

Editor of Newsletter:     alan.dickey@britishschool.si 

mailto:enquiries@britishschool.si
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